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DISCLAIMER

The opinions expressed in this presentation 
are those of the speaker and do not 

necessarily represent the views of the FCC 
or any other member of its staff.
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TIMELINE
Â 1987 ïFCC began ñadvanced televisionò proceeding

Â Early 90s ïIndustry competition for U.S. standard

Â 1996 ïñGrand Allianceò adopts Advanced Television Systems Committee (ATSC) as standard for DTV

Â 1996-97 ïCongress granted each broadcaster an additional free 6 MHz channel for DTV transition and 
established transition end date

Â 1997 ïFCC adopted service rules and created Table of Allotments for additional channels

Â 1998 ïFirst DTV station on air

Â 2002 ïFCCôs Voluntary Industry Plan, FCC DTV Tuner mandate

Â 2003 ïñPlug and playò and ñbroadcast flagò orders

Â 2004 ïDeadlines set for stations to broadcast at full power, consumer education initiative

Â 2005 ïFinal channel election process underway; Congressional activity on ending transition

Â 2006 ïCongress establishes ñhard deadlineò for transition on February 17, 2009 and creates subsidy program for 
DTV converter boxes

Â 2006-07 ïCommission work on finalizing new DTV Table of Allotments

Â 2007-08 ïCommission finalizes DTV Table of Allotments and procedures for construction applications

Â 2008 ïCommission requires broadcasters, cable and satellite providers, manufacturers and others to provide DTV 
consumer education 

Â 2008-09 ïFocus on consumer outreach activities by Commission staff, partners and contractors

Â 2009 ïCongress changes transition deadline to June 12, 2009
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Key Building Blocks

Â Distribution of TV Programming
Â Over-the-air broadcasting
Â Cable
Â Satellite

Â Equipment
Â DTV tuner requirement for receivers
Â Government subsidy for converter boxes

Â Consumer education: WWW.DTV.GOV
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The Regulatory Regime

Â Flexible TV Broadcast Service Rules

Â Each TV station is licensed for a 6 MHz channel that 
provides 19 .4 Mbps .

Â One standard -definition broadcast video stream is 
required. 

Â In addition, high -definition (HD), multicasting (multiple 
simultaneous streams), datacasting, mobile DTV, and 
other uses are permitted.

Â If a station uses part of its licensed channel for a 
subscription service, it must pay the government 5% of 
its gross revenues from the service.
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Statistics that describe the scope of the DTV transition in 
the United States

Â 1,800 full power television stations broadcasting in analog that had to 
transition to digital.

Â 1,800 includes nearly 400 that are non-commercial stations.

Â Approximately 1,700 had both analog and digital channels (about 
100 had no digital channel before the transition and 20 were digital 
only)

Â Almost 800 terminated analog service before June 12, 2009.

Â Approximately 1,000 transitioned on June 12, 2009

Â Only four stations did not transition and ceased broadcasting.
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Statistics that describe the scope of the DTV transition in 
the United States

Â Nearly 115 million households have one or more televisions in the US.
Â 98.9% of total 116,170,000 million households, over 300 million 

people overall.

Â 11%, or 12.5 million households, rely exclusively on over-the-air (free) 
broadcasting for their access to television; that is, they do not 
subscribe to cable, satellite or any other pay service.

Â Estimate that 40 million households have at least one TV set that relies 
on overïthe-air (free) broadcasting, even though they have other TV 
sets in the household that are connected to a subscription service.

Â By June 12, 2009, 97.8% of households were ready for the transition 
because they had a DTV set, a converter box, or subscribed to cable, 
satellite or another pay service. 


